WHO'S WHO AT THE
St THOMAS A BECKET NEWSLETTER

Joint Chair:
For the Church:

For the Council:

Co-ordinator
and Advertising:

Technical Editor:

Revd James Vine

Mr Keith Brandon

Ann Newton
Barry Richardson

Treasurer: Marie Owen

Distribution: Barbara Trickey,
Delia Gillies, and their
volunteers

Printers: Print Matters

This bi-monthly Newsletter is distributed free to all homes (around 1100) within

the Parish.
Comee I\P!’K‘ITIH \T\‘;|11(\“H'\l\\l>‘] LJl - o

-28 -

Published jointly by
St Thomas a Becket Church
and Framfield Parish Council

Parish
Magazine

Framfield, Blackboys
and
Palehouse Common

DECEMBER 2025/ JANUARY 2026



HOW TO GET IN TOUCH WITH YOUR
LOCAL CHURCH

All communications for church matters should be directed
to the Priest in Charge:

Revd James Vine 01825 840270
Email: jamesdavidvine@gmail.com

Please note Revd James lives at East Hoathly Rectory and
works from there.

Postal Address: The Rectory, Rectory Close, East Hoathly,
Lewes BN8 6EG

Curate: Revd Janice Bartholomew
07955 754118

Churchwarden: Mr Graham Seldon
01825 508758

Secretary to the PCC

and Church Admin: Mr Barry Richardson

Email: admin@framfieldchurch.org.uk

Treasurer: Mrs Gaynor Robson

From the Church Registers:

At Rest: 30.9.25: Gale Frederick Coles

Baptism:

FREE SMOKE ALARMS

Your local Fire Service personnel are happy to make an appointment to
visit your home and discuss fire safety issues that are specific to you.
They will also ensure that you have working smoke alarm(s) within your
home and where you do not, they will supply and fit 10-year smoke
alarms.

MARTEN Property Investments

TO LET

Flats
Houses
Industrial Units
Shops

Contact us for availability:
01825 890645
martenra@googlemail.com

J.W Ground Maintenance

Please contact Jonathan for a free quote and friendly advice.
Chainsaw certified and insured.

- All types of fencing.

- Decking and Timber work.

- Patio’s, paving and stone work.
- Hedge cutting and Tree work.

- Mowing.

- Landscaping.

- Mini digger work.

Mobile; 07999 355 489 / Landline 01825 372389
Email; jwgroundmaintenance@hotmail.co.uk
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) Framfield & Blackboys WI
2

Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year From
| Framfield & Blackboys WI

Thank you to everyone who has supported us so
generously over the past year

GHOULS AND
GHOSTIES
At our October
meeting we had a
suitably ~ spooky
competition to ac-
company the talk
by Chris Horlock

on Sussex Witches.

COMING UP SOON
12th December Christmas Tea Party with Speaker, Beryl Venables
TBA January Lunch — Our Annual Post Christmas
Catch-up
SAVE THE DATE

Saturday, 14th March 2026
Quiz Night—Framfield Memorial Hall
With Ploughmans and Cake

If you would like to find out more about our WI, why not come along to
one of our meetings as a visitor. Please contact
Delia Gillies on 01825 890825 or Jackie Samways on 07950 954827,
Follow us on Facebook or Google Framfield & Blackboys WI

Philomena Whittle
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Father James Writes

In the beginning was the word. The prologue of Saint John’s Gospel is
Christmas. Forget the shepherds, the angels, the lowing cattle, the
magi the snow and the tinsel. For In the beginning was the word, just
one word, spoken by God. We might think this word is a secret, but it's
not. We know the word that was spoken at the beginning of time, at the
beginning of the universe. In Hebrew the word is ‘Hayah'. In Greek
‘Genetheto.'In Latin ‘Fiat.’In English. ‘Let it be.’

The Word is spoken, a tiny spot of light appears, much smaller than a
pin-head. In the first few milliseconds, it explodes far and wide, bright,
wonderful and glorious. The Universe is born, time begins to roll, space
expands.God spoke and willed time and space into being. God spoke
that one Word and the story of the universe, and our story began.
Something like 3.5 to 4 billion years later, that Word was spoken again,
not by God but by a Palestinian peasant girl in the presence of an angel.
‘Hayah Adonai’.Let it be, Lord God.And the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us.

The Word became one of us in the person of Jesus Christ. Jesus, God’s
first Word is also God’s last Word, so if we want a relationship with God,
with ultimate meaning and reality, we need to get to know Jesus in much
more than a superficial way. God calls us, and draws us to come to him,
and at Christmas that call is somehow louder and clearer, as we gather
to hear that familiar story, hear those familiar words, hear The Word.
Christmas trees, holly and mistletoe, turkey, sprouts and all the
trimmings, the giving and receiving of gifts and the coming together of
families; are all important parts of Christmas, but they are not at its heart.
They are merely ways that we have found to celebrate the most
wonderful truth that there is, that God became one of us; That he loves
us and will never, ever let us go. Because God became one of us, we
discover that he knows what it feels like to be us.

In all moments of our lives, God is with us, in the light and in the darkness,
God is with us. Because of the incarnation, because God became one of
us, we know that he knows exactly what we are experiencing at any given
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moment of our life. He knows and understands our Joy, our laughter, our
love our hopes, and desires, and he also understands our pain, our
Loneliness, our grief, our anxiety, our distress. When life is a struggle,
God struggles alongside us, sharing our pain, as thirty years later the
infant Christ whom we honour at his birth would share our death.

God is with us, and at Christmastime and at all times, he longs for us to
respond to him and worship him and draw near to him; and we do that
through the mystery of the incarnation.

For the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us...

Christmas in the Weald Way Churches:

Sunday 14" December 18.30 Nine Lessons & Carols at St. Thomas a
Becket Framfield

Saturday 20" December 18.00 Nine Lessons & Carols at Chiddingly
Parish Church

Sunday 21st December 18.00 Nine Lessons & Carols at East Hoathly
Parish Church

Christmas Eve:

15.00 Crib Service at Chiddingly Parish Church

16.00 Crib Service at East Hoathly Parish Church

16.30 Crib Service at St. Thomas a Becket Framfield

23.00 Midnight Mass of the Nativity at East Hoathly Parish Church

Christmas Day:

09.30 Christmas Morning Holy Communion at St. Thomas a Becket
Framfield

10.00 Christmas Morning Holy Communion at Chiddingly Parish Church
11.00 Christmas Morning Holy Communion at East Hoathly Parish
Church

God Bless, Fr. James

Frogheath Landscapes

Award-Winning Professional Landscapers

Contact the office for more information
and to book in a FREE site visit.

01435 883516

info@frogheath.co.uk www.frogheath.co.uk

e TRUSTMARI The Association of
— Proffessional Landscapers

"WE PLANTED A TREE AND ﬁ:
GREW A COMMUNITY"  #°2

Traditional real Sussex cider made with
enthusiasm right here in Framfield.

Qur cider is flat, still, unfiltered and wild
fermented in small batches.

No fuss cider made in a no fuss way. We
use unwanted local apples, pressed and
left for months and months while nature
does its thing. We add nothing - unless we
decide to sweeten it at the end of course.

We never know what we are going to get,
celebrating each batch as a unique
offering - those apples, that orchard, that
mix of fruit from that season, handpicked
early or late depending on when harvest
falls.

And when a batch is gone, it's gone.

www.bignoseandbeardy.com
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TIAX

Your small business partner

A BIG CHANGE FOR TAX FILINGS!
SELF EMPLOYED or HAVE RENTAL PROPERTY INCOME?
MTDITSA -

{(Making tax digital for income tax and self-assessment)

{Especially relevant if yvou previously prepared your own tax returnsj!
It's:
Cn its wayl
A dramatic change the tax reporting system
lust around the cornerl
Structure:
Phased in from 06.04.26
Bazed on TURNOVER [not Profits} - relevant if yours is = £20,000
Filing requirements:
1 Four QUARTERLY RETURNS in a year-
2. AFINAL FILING by 31% lanuary following the end of each tax year
{replaces the current annual tax returnl.
3. Key to the system is that it is expected that records be kept in a digitised format
{replacing the tradition paper-based systems}.

Compliance requires the use of financial software to record the digital records and make the
filings.

The system also carries with it FINANCIAL PEMALTIES for |ate filings.

If you would like more information sbout our solution to compliance with the new system and what
it could do for you -

Contact us: e: service@taxplus.org. uk t: 07746 777156

{We focus on service in the East Sussex / Uckfield general area)

The View from the Churchyard — Peter Berry

| write these ramblings in the week after Remembrance. So my
thoughts are on that topic. Have you heard of the term "thankful
villages". Well in this country of course there are literally thousands of
villages like ours in this parish. In the 1930's a man named Arthur Mee
researched and estimated that from so many, only in just over fifty did
everyone who left and served in WW1 come back. So, the phrase
"thankful villages" was given to These. After WW?2 the villages that had
lost none in both conflicts had dwindled to less than twenty. These
became known as "doubly thankfuls"

| reflected that we missed qualification by some margin as we
remembered and honoured the names of the forty seven of our own
who never returned to their homes and families here. Can | offer the
thought that we should be " thankful" for the sacrifices they and so
many others made. It is now in many respects a world that those boys
young as so many were would barely recognise. The church,
churchyard and immediate area would be familiar to them. Thank you
for your help and encouragement in keeping this place special as we
remember so many who have gone before us who are not forgotten.
Peter. 07815459075.

Cross in Hand
Tennis Club

We are a fun, friendly club that
provides five quality clay courts
and a pickleball court.

We welcome players
across the age and ability
range. What we offer:
« Social club sessions
= Adult group coaching
sessions
* Men’s & Ladies’ match
practice
* Internal doubles ladders
s Annudl club tournaments
= Junior coaching and
tournaments
= Pickleball membership

Email us today to find
out more information!

crossinhandtennisclub@live.co.uk
https://clubspark.ita.org.uk/CrossinHandLTc
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SERVICET

Our Family Friendly Service is a lively short
happy service, where the children are actively involved.

215t December 2025 and 18 January 2026

Looking for a local venue ?

Then look no further!

Framfield Church Hall is well placed in the village next to the Church. It is ideal
for regular meetings, social & business events, special occasions, keep fit,
exercise groups, birthday parties and other activities.

The hall can be used as an open space or with tables / seating for up to 60
persons. There is a fitted kitchen with catering equipment & crockery etc, a
large AV screen, sound system, two loos (one with disabled facilities) and two
disabled parking spaces directly outside the hall.

Currently it is used for Art classes, Pilates, Exercise groups, Drama, Singing,
Karate Presentations, and children’s birthday parties. Our rates are £12.00
per hour. For one off users (parties, wedding receptions etc), the hourly rate
is £15.00.

For more details about the hall and its events please get in touch with
Graham Seldon on 01825 508758, mobile 07973 685992, or email:
hoss.graham.s@gmail.com

Framfield Parish Council

MEETING SCHEDULE 2026

At the time of issuing this notice, all meetings are to be held at the
Village Hall, Blackboys, at 5.30 pm due to a regular booking in the
Memorial Hall.

If there are planning applications which require the convening of a
Planning Committee meeting these times may vary.

27 January
31 March
26 May
(Annual Parish Council meeting [6 pm]
and Annual Parish Assembly [6.30 pm] only)
28 July
29 September

24 November

Public welcome. For further details, please telephone the Parish
Clerk, Ann Newton, on
01825- 890182/clerk@framfieldcouncil.orq.uk
‘Highlands’, Blackboys TN22 5LR.
Agendas will be published on all noticeboards and the website -
framfieldcouncil.orq.uk
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GRASS SQUARE - TOP OF BECKETS WAY, FRAMFIELD

Just a reminder that the grass at the top of Beckets Way is
privately owned as is the footpath which goes around it.
Residents should not therefore use it as a short cut or let their
children or pets play on the area.

FRAMFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

FRAMFIELD VILLAGE MARKET
Memorial Hall, Framfield
The market opens from 10 am to 12 noon.
2025
29 November
20 December

2026
31 January
28 February
28 March
25 April
30 May
27 June
25 July
August — no market
26 September
31 October
28 November
19 December

Please contact Ann Newton with any queries
01825 890182 or email clerk@framfieldcouncil.org.uk

-22 -

Diary of Church Services

Note: The latest church service information will always be on the New

Church website: https://www.thewealdwaychurches.org.uk.

This site, developed by Revd James, covers all three of the churches
and will soon replace the Framfield Church site, which is being retired.

DECEMBER 2025

07 Second Sunday of Advent
10.00 am Parish Eucharist (CW) — Revd Janice

14 Third Sunday of Advent

10.00 am Wealdway Eucharist at East Hoathly — Revd

James.
6.30 pm Lessons and Carols

21 Fourth Sunday of Advent
10.00 am Family Service — Revd Janice

24 Christmas Eve
10.00 am Crib Service — Revd James

25 Christmas Day
10.00 am Parish Eucharist — Revd James

28 The Holy Innocents
10.00 am Morning Praise - Peter Berry

There is now an Evening Prayer Service at 5.00 pm either at
East Hoathly or Chiddingly on the fourth Sunday of each month.

JANUARY 2026
04 Second Sunday of Christmas
10.00 am Parish Eucharist

1 Baptism of Christ - First Sunday of Epiphany
10.00 am Wealdway Eucharist (at TBC)
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25

Second Sunday of Epiphany
10.00 am Family Service —

Third Sunday of Epiphany
10.00 am Morning Praise - Peter Berry)
5.00 pm Evening Prayer at East Hoathly

(Everyone is welcome at any of the church services)

Note: The latest church service information is always on the new
Church Website:
https://thewealdwaychurches.co.uk/framfield-parish-church/

COPY FOR THE NEXT ISSUE PLEASE
BY 10t JANUARY 2026
TO
ANN NEWTON - 01825 890182
Email address:
clerk@framfieldcouncil.org.uk

HOW TO GET IN TOUCH WITH YOUR PARISH COUNCIL -

FRAMFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

Mrs Ann Newton (Parish Clerk)
Telephone/fax: (01825) 890182.
Email: clerk@framfieldcouncil.org.uk
Postal Address: ‘Highlands’, Framfield Road, Blackboys,
East Sussex TN22 5LR.
Parish Council website: www.framfieldcouncil.org.uk

NEWS FROM YOUR WEALDEN DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

A repeat from last time - Councillor Ward Budget Scheme — a new
community grant funding scheme has been launched by WDC to give
each elected councillor a budget of £10,000 to support community
projects, events and organisations within their ward. The scheme is
open to non-profit community and voluntary organisations to apply for a
grant of up to £5,000 in support of projects that will benefit Wealden
residents. If anyone is interested, please make contact with me.

Local Government Review — the ruling Alliance decided not to support
the One East Sussex bid at their September Cabinet meeting — the only
District/Borough in East Sussex to do this. We do not know the
implications that this will have on Wealden District Council at the
moment. Government will be consulting on all the proposals shortly.

Crowborough Camp — many of you will have seen this item on the local
and national news stations and although we are a distance from
Crowborough the news has concerned many people for many reasons.
We await news from the Home Office.

If anyone would like to meet up to discuss any District-related matters
please do not hesitate to contact me. Wealden District Council covers
many subjects — Council Tax, Housing, Benefits, Planning, Licencing,
Environmental Health to name but a few. | don’t always have specific
information to hand but can always find someone who would.

Wishing everyone a very merry Christmas and healthy and happy New
Year and 2026.

Contact details — Ann Newton,
‘Highlands’, Blackboys, TN22 5LR.
Tel: 07762 746334. Email: acnewton1965@gmail.com

CHURCH NEWS ITEMS MAY ALSO BE
EMAILED TO THE CHURCH OFFICE:
admin@framfieldchurch.orqg.uk

-8-

THE ADVERTISEMENTS IN THIS MAGAZINE ARE
PUBLISHED IN GOOD FAITH. THE PUBLISHERS DO NOT,
HOWEVER, ENDORSE ANY PRODUCTS OR SERVICES
SPECIFIED
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It's the countdown to Christmas!

We're bringing the festive spirit to life throughout our home. Our residents are thrilled

about the festivities coming up and eager to celebrate alongside you!

Our Big Give Christmas
Challenge is launching on Giving
Tuesday, 2nd December! This is
your chance to double your
impact, as every donation made
during the campaign will be
matched, meaning your
generosity will go twice as far in
supporting our vital work. Set a
reminder now and help us make
double the difference! Visit
beverntrust.org to find out more.

This Christmas, why not try
something different?

Send Bevern Online Christmas
cards to your friends and family!
Visit our website to find how to
send a card!

We're also looking forward to the new year! In 2026, we will continue our fundraising
efforts and begin our Space to Thrive building project which will revolutionise daily life

Win a Festive Christmas Hamper!
Help us spread some festive cheer
this season! Our  wonderful
Christmas hamper is packed with
delicious treats for you to enjoy this
Christmas time.

Tickets are available at
beverntrust.org or in person at
Bevern View. The raffle closes on
22nd December - don't miss your
chance to win!

And finally, we warmly invite you to
join us on Friday 19" December for a
special celebration - Christingle
Afternoon Tea. Join us at 3.30pm at
Bevern View, The Willows,
Barcombe. All welcome - we look
forward to seeing you there!

for our residents, their families, and our dedicated care team.
Mark your diaries for our Annual Dinner & Auction on Friday 6" March 2026!

LEARN HOW TO SAVE A LIFE

The Parish Council in conjunction with St John’s Ambulance are
running two sessions to do just that.

Wednesday, 25 February 2026 - 6 pm to 8 pm
Saturday, 28" February 2026 — 2 pm to 4 pm.

Both at the Memorial Hall, Framfield.

Please contact the Clerk, Ann Newton, to book your place,
preferably by email clerk@framfieldcouncil.org.uk

Great thanks to St John’s Ambulance for
giving their time.

Donate: www.beverntrust.org
Email: info@beverntrust.org
Follow us on social media: @thebeverntrust

The Bevern Trust is a disability charity based in Sussex, and Bevern View is its residential home.
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Blackboys Village Hall, Blackboys Pavilion and
Framfield Memorial Hall

With immediate effect, if anyone is wishing to hire one of our
halls, please note that we now have a single point of contact
for all of them:

Email clerk@framfieldcouncil.org.uk
Or
Phone (Office Hours) 01825 890182
(Please leave a message on answerphone with your contact
details)

Blackboys Village Hall: Two heated rooms with a seating
capacity of 100 and 50 respectively. Very competitive rates
for both regular and casual bookings.

Framfield Memorial Hall: Large hall with a capacity of 150.
Very competitive rates for both regular and casual bookings.

-9.




Nature Notes

December is the month when dormancy is key for nature at our latitude. Humans are
lucky if we have a heated house to live in and a warm car or public transport to travel
in during winter. It must have been very hard for early people living in rock shelters
and simple shacks. Temperature regulation is a key survival factor in the animal world.
Humans are mammals and we regulate our temperature internally to some extent at
about 37°C, i.e. we are endothermic. Plants cannot usually regulate their temperature
but rely on physiological chemistry to resist succumbing to the cold. Most British
plants become dormant, either by retreating underground into bulbs like daffodils or
corms like crocuses. Or else die back to a woody skeleton like deciduous trees.
Conifers, like other evergreen trees, resist frost by producing chemicals within their
needles or leaves which act as antifreeze. Some moths, e.g. the winter moth
(Operophtera brumata) have ethylene glycol in their blood. This is the same chemical
that is put into combustion car engines to prevent cooling water from freezing. Indeed,
we may see male winter moths flying at night in December, illuminated by car
headlights as they search for an aromatic wingless female to mate with. Once mated,
the female climbs up the closest oak tree and lays her eggs near the leaf bud on the tree
that fed her as a caterpillar. She then dies. Many adult insects die as pray or freezing,
leaving frost-resistant eggs dormant until spring. Or, if hatched as larvae during
summer, have metamorphosed into pupa to sleep out the winter, as some adults also do
in a frost-free nook or cranny before emerging as an adult in spring. A few insects
migrate as some birds do. Like us, birds are endothermic, holding their body
temperature at about 41°C.

Insects such as fleas spend the winter in the direct company of their endothermic host
animal, which could be a bird or mammal. Reptiles such as lizards and snakes or
amphibians such as frogs and newts, like invertebrates such as slugs and spiders are
exothermic. They are entirely dependent on the external temperature for active life, so
they will go into dormancy, i.e. hibernate. Some spiders have adapted to humans and
are happy to live in peoples houses all winter such as the domestic house spider
(Tegenaria domestica). This is the one that is sometimes seen running across the floor
in a warm sitting room on a winter’s evening. Or else there is the cosmopolitan cellar
spider (Pholcus phalangioides), sometimes called daddy long legs. These tiny animals
with long spindly legs hide in ceiling corners or behind furniture and make long random
cobwebs which catch small insects such as mosquitos and house flies.

Few mammals hibernate. Bears (Ursus sp.) do, reducing their body temperature from
37.7°C to about 31°C. Dormice drop their body temperature to that of their
surroundings optimally between 1 and 4°C, where the least amount of energy is
consumed. Their heart and breathing rate drop by about 90%!

Martyn Stenning

All monthly Nature Notes are also available on the Parish Council Website at:
https://www.framfieldcouncil.org.uk/naturenotes.htmi.
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Tidy up vegetation from perennials and you can prune certain
plants while they are dormant.

Saving the best till last...checkout the seed catalogues while
tucked up in the warm and maybe order and grow something
hew. Growing your owhn from seeds is both rewarding and
will save you money and if you have more seeds than you
need, they can be frozen to use next year or shared with
friends and family.

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and Peaceful New
Year.

From us all at Framfield & Blackboys Horticultural Society.
www.framfieldandblackboys-hort-soc.com

Don Burtenshaw H2ot
...""
Local, friendly, reliable fencer e

SUSSEX GREEN CANOP
w
*Tree pruning & maintenance

*Hedge cutting & restoration
*Garden clearing

Mo job too small, whether you need ane
post or @ whole garden full!

40 years experience in all kinds of
fencing, including metalwork and

brickwork

Based in Framfield but covering most
of East Sussex

Contact Mike for a quotation
Mobile/WhatsApp: 07591952120

Get in touch and I'll give you a quote

07801 6898256 01825 390647

sussexgreencanopysolutions@gmail.com

burtenshaw17@btinternet.com www._sussexgreencanopysolutions.com
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Framfield & Blackboys Horticultural Society News
Hopefully this Parish Magazine finds you well

With Winter well and truly here and hopefully most of the
Autumn leaves collected, you will find some time to reflect
on how your garden or open space has given you pleasure
this year, enabling you to take stock of successes and maybe
some failure in your garden.

If you have a garden or garden for others there are always
things to do which will enable you to work out in the fresh
air and get on top of tasks that are forever being put to the
bottom of the pile for another day. Raking leaves will keep
you fit, keep your grass greener and clear up potential slip
hazards and if you collect enough will make beautiful leaf
mould to put back on your garden in a year of two’s time.

Jobs to do in Winter

Ensure all tender plants are protected either by placing in a
greenhouse, in a cool porch, against a sheltered wall/fence or
given a generous amount of mulch to protect them from
those hard frosts that we may get over Winter.

Have a good clean and tidy up including bringing in your
garden tools giving them a clean and lick of oil to help
protect them, they will then be ready for use next Spring.

Providing for local Wildlife, ensure nut feeders are kept clean
and topped up so you can enjoy the birds visiting you and
your garden.

If you have not done so already plant some bulbs to enjoy in

the Spring, if you have a greenhouse sow a few seeds for
early crops.
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Blackboys CE School

Since the start of the school year in September, Blackboys School has enjoyed
a dynamic and engaging few months — full of achievement, community spirit
and memorable experiences. We've been busy bringing learning to life,
building relationships and celebrating our wonderful school community.

One of the highlights has been our “Blackboys Babies” sessions; a friendly
introduction for babies, toddlers and pre-schoolers to join our school family.
This early-years stay and play helps parents and children settle in and feel part
of our community. Our next dates for Blackboys Babies are Friday 21st
November and Friday 30th January 2-3pm. All very welcome.

Our assemblies continue to reflect our core values. We love welcoming the
team from Open the Book, led by Suzanne from New Life Church Blackboys to
lead a collective worship fortnightly that inspires a love of bible stories.
Academic success has also naturally been a focus. Mr Sullivan has been very
busy giving out Headteacher Awards to pupils who go above and beyond in
their learning. These awards highlight how children are growing in confidence,
resilience and independence every week.

Sport and enrichment have also been flourishing. We have enjoyed football
fixtures for both our boys and girls teams for year 3-6. Our year 5/6 girls team
have qualified to the North Wealden final where they will be representing
Uckfield area. Our year 5/6 boys team were unlucky in this year's county cup,
suffering a narrow 0-1 defeat to Sacred Heart School after extra time. Our
weekly netball club continues to attract 40 members and we are excited to be
playing chess matches in the Primary Cup during term 2.

We celebrated 2 major community events in term 1: Our Harvest Festival was
really well attended, with the church looking great with the children's harvest
artwork and the Uckfield Foodbank were thrilled with the food

collection. Thank you to Father James for hosting us at St Thomas a

Becket. At the end of term 1 the PTA-organised Fall Ball 2025, where our
children came together for an evening of fun, laughter, dancing and
connection. These kinds of gatherings are so important in strengthening our
school-home partnership and building the kind of warm, inclusive culture we
value.

Parent-consultation evenings have also run smoothly, offering vital
opportunities for us to talk with families about children’s progress, targets and
how we can work together in partnership.
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And looking ahead, we are already preparing for new families joining us in

September 2026: our next Open Days are now announced and we're inviting
families to come and visit us, meet our staff and explore our inspiring school
setting. You can find information about events on Thursday 27th November

and Wednesday 7th January on our school website, www.blackboys.e-
sussex.sch.uk

As we progress towards Christmas and beyond, we're committed to keeping

this momentum: offering enriching experiences, maintaining high-quality
teaching and fostering the sense of belonging that defines our school.

Together, we are always 'being the best we can be; living life in all its fullness.'

Graham Sullivan Headteacher

Blackboys CE School, School Lane, Blackboys, Uckfield,
East Sussex, TN22 5LL, 01825 890423

X and Instagram: @blackboysschool

OJH ROOFING

FOR ALL OF YOUR ROOFING REQUIREMENTS

01273 978767
07469944765

OJHROOFING@OUTLOOK.COM
WWW.OJHROOFING.COM
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PLUMBING AND HEATING

Our services : Contact Us:

0 Gas & Qil boiler installations e 07875748960 01825 713376

Gas & Qil boiler services &

repairs @ eandm.pps.ltd@live.com

0 Gas cooker installations

@ Gas & Oilandiord certificates @ eandmplumbingandheating.co.uk

9 Central Heating installations Skilled professional local

plumber in your area , do get in
contact for a chat we are a fami
run business based in Nutle

East Sussex.

0 Full bathroom installations

o Plumbing repairs

o Underfloor Heating installations
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Police, please feel free to come along. A member of the Parish Council
will also be present for any parish-related enquiries.

Planning matters in the parish

Many of you will know that the 58-home development at the Old Nursery
in Framfield has now been approved, alongside the 195 homes already
granted at Bird-in-Eye South. Another developer is currently running a
public consultation proposing 215 homes at Bird-in-Eye South. You can
see more detail on their website - https://birdineyenorth.co.uk

Please note that this is their consultation - no planning application has
yet been submitted to the planning authority, although one is expected
in due course.

In Blackboys, the new development required to replace the footpath
along its frontage and towards the village, has begun this work from the
site towards School Lane. Over the coming weeks, the footpath and kerb

Tghts through 10 1% Docember, dally Sam 0 5pm. CHRISTIMAS CONCERT

Framfield Village Market
Our brilliant village market has now been running for more than 22 years. Friday December 12th ﬂ Z.30pm
A huge thank you to all the volunteers, stallholders, and visitors who ’
make it such a success. With just two markets left this year - 29th 4 Holy Cross Church, Uckfield
November and 20th December - please do come along to support our “ :
local traders, artists, and crafters... and enjoy a well-earned bacon roll
and coffee afterwards!

Tickets £10 |£5 for children]

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. We will share further
updates as soon as we are able. Wishing you all a very merry Christmas,
a lovely festive break, and a happy New Year.

Best wishes,

Keith and Gale and Woolgar
Chairman, Framfield Parish Council
and Hall & Recreation Ground Trusts

available from

= )
Framfield Non-Tutored Water Colour Art Group meets each Concert held in aid of Taylor-Made Dreams ﬂ‘?fz:‘é
Monday morning at Framfield Church Hall. Friendly atmosphere, et Uckfield Singers Charily Number: 1124831 ey e
new artists welcome. i

Contact Sarah Shaw at sarah nod@hotmail.com
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77 NEWLIFE

Living for Jesus / Loving like Jesus
Equipping the church to serve the Community & Share the Good News of Jesus
Away with the Manger?

We're at that time of year again — it’s the beginning of November as | write this and
my friend who is in the Salvation Army brass band has already played outdoor
Carols! When | asked him whether he still enjoys it after all these years — his reply
surprised me. He said ‘Brendan, I’'m not sure we do any good whatsoever, there are
those who say ‘It’s not Christmas until we hear the Salvation Army play, which is very
nice but | almost feel guilty that | am portraying Jesus just as a baby and not who He
really is, the Messiah.

After much thought, | tend to agree with him. Most people are quite comfortable
with the baby Jesus, but that is where they leave Him, in the manger. Let’s face it —
the adult Jesus is just too challenging for the majority. His laws and teachings have
shaped nations and people’s lives for over 2000 years. At the end of the day, the
Bible contains historical records of the life and times of Jesus, and most eminent
historians agree that Jesus was a real person. My challenge to you this Christmas is —
what do you do with this information, because if what He says is true, we must act -
or are you happy to leave him at the stable?

My prayer as always, is that you don’t miss the opportunity to seek out the truth
about Jesus. Our church is here to help you discover who He is and how you can
follow Him, it is never too late. Why not drop to any of our Christmas events?
Brendan Hammond (one of the New Life Church Leaders)

Do join us at any of the following at Blackboys School, we’d love to welcome you!
Blackboys School Christmas Fayre : Sat 6 Dec : 12 noon — 2.30pm

Christingle & Pastries : Sun 14 Dec : 10.30am

Carols, Cakes & Mulled Wine : Sun 21 Dec : 5pm

Christmas Day short celebration with carols : Sun 25 Dec : 10.30am — 11.15am
Email: newlifechurchblackboys@gmail.com

Facebook: New Life Church Blackboys

Website: newlifeblackboys.com
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Parish Council Update
A few updates to share with you in this edition.

Lewes Road speed limit scheme

Some positive news at last: the new 40mph limit along the Lewes Road
(B2192) through Blackboys is now in place. Speed monitoring will take
place in due course to assess changes in average speeds. As many
residents have already observed, changing a limit doesn’t automatically
change people’s behaviour, and there will, sadly, always be those who
choose to drive in an antisocial manner.

Blackboys—Framfield (B2102) footpath

The ongoing problems with the footpath remain a priority for us. ESCC
have confirmed they will carry out an additional cut this year, although
the worst overgrowth tends to be during the summer months. They have
also indicated that the path may be evaluated for future improvement
works, though there is no guarantee it will be taken forward. We will
continue pressing them to ensure the footpath becomes genuinely fit for
purpose.

In the meantime, please do report highway issues directly to ESCC, it’s
important that nothing is left unrecorded. Don’t assume someone else
has already done it: the more reports logged, the stronger the case.

You can call 0345 608 0193 or report online via
https://live.eastsussexhighways.com/report-problem
or through the FixMyStreet website/app at www.fixmystreet.com

Blackboys High Street speed limit changes

We have been advised of resourcing pressures within the County
Council, and we are still awaiting a meeting to discuss the next steps.
Due to the lack of communication, we have escalated the matter to the
County Councillor.

Sussex Police: PCSO Street Meeting

Following the street meeting on 3rd November, Sussex Police will be
holding another on Thursday 19th February 2026, from 10am to 12pm at
Framfield Memorial Hall. If you have any questions or concerns for the
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