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The only call you ever
need to make for:

e Heating & Plumbing

¢ Oil Heating Systems & Tanks

¢ Installation, Repair & Maintenance
¢ All Boiler Types & Heating Systems

* Renewable Energy & Solar

EXPERT & RELIABLE

Your Local Family Run Business, serving
our community for over 35 years.

For a FREE

quote call: 01825 891720 Framfield, Blackboys
- - d
paynes-heating.co.uk | sales@paynes-heating.co.uk Palehou saI; Common

Oak Tree Barn, Blackboys East Sussex TN22 5JL
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HOW TO GET IN TOUCH WITH YOUR

LOCAL CHURCH
Vicar : Revd Chris Lawrence
01825 891090
(after hours 01825 890365)
Churchwardens : None at present
Secretary to PCC : Mr Barry Richardson
Treasurer : Mrs Gaynor Robson

All communications for church matters should be
directed to the Church Office —10.30 am - 5.00 pm
(closed Wednesday)

Email - revchris.framfield@gmail.com
Post - Vicarage Barn, Brookhouse Lane,
Framfield TN22 5NH

Telephone/ leave a message - 01825 891090

From the Registers

Baptisms:
Weddings:
At rest:

6t January: Gillian Rosemary Dunning

S0

FREE SMOKE ALARMS

Your local Fire Service personnel are happy to make an
appointment to visit your home and discuss fire safety issues
that are specific to you. They will also ensure that you have
working smoke alarm(s) within your home and where you do
not, they will supply and fit 10 year smoke alarms.

To request a FREE visit call 0800 177 7069 (call is free).

USEFUL WEALDEN TELEPHONE NOs.

ESCC contact centres

Call our contact centres during normal working

hours 9.00 am to 5.00 pm (4.30 pm on Fridays).

Adult social care — 0345 60 80 191 - HSCC@eastsussex.gov.uk
Buses — 0345 60 80 194

Children and families — 0345 60 80 192 (see latest news above)
Library renewals — 0345 60 80 195

Library enquiries — 0345 60 80 196

Roads and paths — 0345 60 80 193

Street Lighting: 01825 890182

Trading Standards — 0345 04 05 06

Waste — 0345 60 80 194

Main Switchboard — 0345 60 80 190

From overseas — +441273 336000

Crimestoppers, report crime anonymously 0800 555 111
Police, non-emergency: 101

East Sussex Fire and Rescue Service: 0303 999 1000

THE ADVERTISEMENTS IN THIS MAGAZINE ARE

PUBLISHED IN GOOD FAITH. THE PUBLISHERS DO NOT,

HOWEVER, ENDORSE ANY PRODUCTS OR SERVICES
SPECIFIED




WHO'S WHO AT THE
St THOMAS A BECKET NEWSLETTER

Joint Chair:
For the Church: Rev. Chris Lawrence
For the Council: Mr. Keith Brandon

Co-ordinator and Advertising:
Ann Newton
Technical Editor: Barry Richardson

Treasurer: Marie Owen

Distribution: Barbara Trickey, Delia
Gillies, and their teams of volunteers

Printers: "Print Matters"
A bi-monthly Newsletter distributed free
to all homes within the Parish.

CIRCULATION:
This magazine reaches over 1100 households in the parish.
It is therefore an ideal way to reach a wide customer area.
Contact the Clerk, Ann Newton for advertising details and rates.
clerk@framfieldcouncil.org.uk
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The Crisis of Christmas. Everyone seeks happiness. But are we searching
in the right place?

Happy New Year.

How was your New Year’s Eve? Just a guess, but | reckon the words on a lot of
lips was - ‘I’'m glad that one’s over’.

Obviously not a good thing to wish our lives away but there’s something
liberating about the 31st December. Drawing a line under the old year and
looking forward in hope to the new.

I don’t know about you but | have been planning! | had grand plans for 2020 from
our silver wedding anniversary celebration in Nice, summer holiday in Greece and
loading up the bike for a couple of weekends to watch World Superbikes and
MotoGP in the UK. Needless to say all my plans went to rats and | expect so did
yours. However, 2021 looks a lot more promising. As soon as Boris says we can
go out to play we’re off!

None of us are getting any younger and life is for living so let’s make the most of
it.

Life is full of mysteries and one of them is the perception of time. When we are
young we can’t wait to grow up, finish our education, get a job, pass your driving
test etc. Suddenly, you're in your twenties with thirty looming. Forty sneaks up
on you and its downbhill to fifty although your brain is still telling you you’re thirty
something. When sixty arrives you’re bordering on getting old. You can go to
Greens DiY in Uckfield and get senior’s discount but do you? No way, brain says
your way too young for that! However, at some point you realise that all the old
folk were right when they said - life is short; it’s just that your brain was, and
probably still is sending you a different message.

One of my favourite books in the Bible is Ecclesiastes. It's written by Solomon
when he is an old man. If you’ve never read it may | encourage you to do so —its
only ten pages and full of truth and humour.
Solomon reflects on his life. All the work he has put in, all he has learnt and earnt,
his search for meaning, but at the end he reaches the conclusion that it’s all
meaningless. Striving, pleasures, wealth, gaining wisdom and at the end leaving
everything behind — all meaningless. The only constant in this mystery is God. In
the last chapter (12:1) he writes:
Remember your Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of
troublecome and the years approach when you will say,
“l find no pleasure in them” —
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and 12:6-8 Remember him—before the silver cord is severed, and the golden
bowl is broken; before the pitcher is shattered at the spring,
and the wheel broken at the well, 7 and the dust returns to the ground it came
from, and the spirit returns to God who gave it.

8“Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the Teacher.

“Everything is meaningless!”

Many search for meaning and happiness in this life but as Solomon observes we
just can’t figure it out and at the end we expend a lot of time and energy on this
fruitless task. However, there is something really liberating in his words of
wisdom. Happiness can’t be earnt, bought or created — it is God'’s gift! His
summary to life is found in Chapter 3:9-13.

9What do workers gain from their toil? °I have seen the burden God has laid
on the human race. ' He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also
set eternity in the human heart; yet no one can fathom what God has done
from beginning to end. 1 know that there is nothing better for people than to
be happy and to do good while they live. *That each of them may eat and
drink, and find satisfaction in all their toil—this is the gift of God.

Solomon acknowledges that despite some of the unfathomable mysteries of life,
he came from God and was going back to Him and encourages us, before it is too
late to — ‘Remember Him’. However, in keeping with any relationship we will only
share our lives with those who we know to be trustworthy and dependable; those
who have our backs when the going gets tough.

| can’t speak for everyone but | do believe that some folk keep God at arm’s
length because they wonder if God is actually good? If that’s you, how about
joining us for the brand new ‘Life Explored’ course beginning on Monday 1%
February @7pm to find out?

The duration of the course is seven weeks (1 hour per session).

It's an open invitation to all whatever your age and there’s no charge to take part.
Details are on the next page. | do hope you can join us.

Blessings to one and all in the parish - Rev Chris Lawrence

NEWS FROM YOUR WEALDEN DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Covid-19. We are back in lockdown again, please contact me with any
concerns. All updates on help and advice during this time are on the WDC
website but also please do contact me with any queries particularly those
who do not have access to the internet.

Wealden is encouraging residents to take advantage of the Green Homes
Grant Voucher scheme to reduce their carbon emissions and make energy
efficiency improvements to their homes. Grants of up to £5,000 are being
offered — the scheme will finish on 31 March 2022. Visit
https://www.simpleenergyadvice.org.uk/pages/green-homes-grant or call
0800 444202 for more information.

You may have seen in the local news that Wealden is to end its lease of
the Uckfield and Heathfield leisure centres, removing an unnecessary layer
of management when the current period expires in 2022. The centres will
revert back to the landlord, ESCC. WDC wanted to make this decision as
soon as possible to provide certainty for both the colleges and ESCC who
can now plan for the future and ensure a smooth transition of services.

East Sussex College is committed to helping local communities across
Wealden recover from the Covid-19 crisis. Start a new career or level up
your existing skills with free online courses. Further details are available
via this link https://www.grasplearning.co.uk/elearning-short-online-
courses or call 01424 458491.

Support for women and men who are at risk from domestic abuse is
available from https://theportal.org.uk/. A 24-hour helpline is also available
on 0808 2000 247.

Digital Waste Calendars for 2021 — once again the waste and recycling
calendar for 2021 will not be sent out to residents. It has to be downloaded
from the website. Residents can also receive weekly reminders by email
through ‘MyAlerts’ which residents can sign up for on the WDC website.
Anyone in any difficulty again, please contact me.

Contact details — Ann Newton, ‘Highlands’, Blackboys, TN22 5LR.
Telephone - 01825 890103.
Email — aenewton1965@gmail.com
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Framfield & Blackboys WI

LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL

With vaccinations already happening in our local area, we
hope we can look forward to more normal second half of
2021. Some members have already been vaccinated, with
others optimistically looking forward to their turn.

In the meantime, just to make sure we will all recognise each
other when we next meet up, here is a photograph of our
most enjoyable New Year lunch at the Hare and Hounds in
January 2020.

A wonderful world where the word Covid was as yet unknown

If you would like to find out more about our WI, please contact Mary
Short on 01825 890854.
Follow us on Facebook or Google Framfield & Blackboys WI
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LIFE|EXPLOREI

DISCOVER THE GREATEST GIFT IN THE UNIV

LIFE EXPLORED
Monday evenings, for one hour. On Zoom.
Starts 1% February 2021 (7-8pm)

Life Explored is an informal and relaxed seven-session course.
It's for anyone who wants to find contentment and happiness in life.
You don’t need to know anything about the Bible, and you won’t be asked to pray
or sing. You can ask any questions you like, or you can just sit and listen.
Whoever you are, whatever you’re thinking, ‘Life Explored’ is a place for you to
discover the greatest gift in the universe.

Session 1 The Good God
Session 2 The Trustworthy God
Session 3 The Generous God
Session 4 The Liberating God
Session 5 The Fulfilling God
Session 6 The Life-Giving God
Session 7 The Joyful God

| hope you can join us for some lively discussion and find some answers to some
of the most perplexing questions you may have. Anyone is welcome to join us
and you can even take part anonymously if you wish. Zoom Log in details will be
posted on the church website - Rev Chris Lawrence.



Diary of Church Services

NB — Currently all Church Services are postponed until
further notice. However, a weekly service that follows the
church lectionary is uploaded for 10am each Sunday.
There is a link on the church website
https://www.framfieldchurch.orq.uk, Alternatively the
service may be viewed via Facebook or YouTube (East
Sussex Church Services). Latest information is always on
the Church Website.

FEBRUARY 2021

07 Second Sunday before Lent
10.00 am On-Line Service
Theme: Jesus calms the storm.

14 Sunday next before Lent
10.00 am On- Line Family Service
Theme: Are we willing to be changed by God?

21 First Sunday of Lent
10.00 am On-Line Service
Theme: We may know about Jesus, but do we know Him?

28 Second Sunday of Lent
10.00 am On-Line Service
Theme: Just believe!

MARCH 2021
07 Third Sunday of Lent

10.00 am On-Line Service

Theme: Jesus makes a mess in the temple
14 Fourth Sunday of Lent

10.00 am On-Line Family Service
Theme: You must be born again!
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silvery voices...The eastern sky changed from white to pink and from pink to gold.
The Voice rose and rose, till all the air was shaking with it...The colours of the
earth were fresh, hot, vivid. They made you feel excited; until you saw the Singer
himself and then you forgot everything else. It was a Lion. Huge, shaggy and
bright...’

That Lewis quote is so reminiscent of Job 38:4 'Where were you,” says God to
Job, describing creation, 'while the morning stars sang together and all the angels
shouted for joy?’

There is a stunning verse in the book of Zephaniah 3:17, and | leave it with you in
these days of fear, danger and uncertainty:

‘The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. He will take great
delight in you. He will quiet you with his love. He will rejoice over you with singing.’
As we sing lullabies to our kids at bedtime, as we sing in the kitchen or the shower,
we are somehow connecting with the heart of God who created us; He who sings
lullabies over us, songs of comfort, encouragement and love, as we trust in him.
With warmest wishes, Clive.

Clive Cernik

Leader, New Life Church Mid Sussex.

www.newlifemidsussex.com

FRAMFIELD AND BLACKBOYS MONDAY CLUB

All Good Wishes for Year 2021, from our Members and Helpers.
This Year 2021 is the 60th Anniversary of our Club.

Needless to say Monday Club has not meet since March 2020, and will
not do so until it is safe for our Members.

So for us all to somehow keep in touch we have sent out a monthly
Newsletter from March/December 2020, to our members and
supporters, and from all the cards and phone calls etc, this has proved
to be very popular, which is great News.

But unfortunately, this is now in hold as I may have to go in Hospital.
So Monday Club has been put on hold at moment until further notice,
and God willing we will come through this time, and we can meet again.
In meantime we as said wish you all a Better 2021 than 2020 was,

and Good Health - Do Stay Safe and Take Care - Thank you All.
Sandy Rogers 01825 840648 sandyrogers77@gmail.com
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ﬁ;ﬁ NEWLIFE

NEW LIFE CHURCH MID-SUSSEX

Meets at East Sussex National Golf Resort

www.newlifemidsussex.com

FROM CLIVE CERNIK, CHURCH LEADER.

| hope you're singing during lockdown?

If there’s one thing we can do to lift our spirits during these tense, stand-off days
against the virus, it's to sing - in tune or tone deaf!

There’s a good reason why Gareth Malone’s ‘The Choir’ has been so popular as
he attempts to teach choral music to people with little singing experience. The
music, the community of singers together, the songs and lyrics themselves - all
have huge power to touch the heart, to cheer, end loneliness and uplift even the
weariest soul.

I've been fascinated by astrophysicists’ research into the phenomenon known as
‘The Universal Hum’. Pythagoras, the ancient Greek philosopher and
mathematician wrote this some 2500 years ago: ‘There is geometry in the
humming of the strings. There is music in the spacing of the spheres.’

Its amazing to watch Ted Talks, where scientists play recordings of the
extraordinary ‘noise’ coming from the universe, from pulsars, gravitational waves
and deep space radio signals.

The ancient Natural Philosophers (what we would call scientists today) believed
that the universe was in some way ‘singing’, although we couldn’t hear it. The
‘musica universalis’ or ‘the harmony of the spheres’ described the concept that the
movement of the cosmos, the planets and stars, all formed a beautiful music of
their own.

There’s something wonderful about the way music can touch our emotions. Music
seems to be hard-wired in us, to affect us profoundly.

C S Lewis in ‘The Magician’s Nephew’, part of the Narnia Chronicles, describes
the time when Aslan, the great lion, creates Narnia at the beginning of time:

‘In the darkness something was happening at last. A voice had begun to sing. It
was very far away and Digory found it hard to decide from what direction it was
coming. Sometimes it seemed to come from all directions at once...There were
no words. There was hardly even a tune. But it was, beyond comparison, the most
beautiful noise he had ever heard. It was so beautiful he could hardly bear it...The
voice was suddenly joined by other voices; more voices than you could possibly
count. They were in harmony with it, but far higher up the scale: cold, tingling,
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21 Fifth Sunday of Lent
10.00 am On-Line Service
Theme: Earthly life or eternal life?

28 Palm Sunday
10.00 am On-Line Service
Theme: King Jesus rides into Jerusalem.

BCP: Book of Common Prayer. CW: Common Worship

COPY FOR THE NEXT ISSUE PLEASE
BY 10t" MARCH 2021
TO
ANN NEWTON - 01825 890182
Please note new email address:
clerk@framfieldcouncil.org.uk

CHURCH NEWS ITEMS MAY ALSO BE SENT TO
CHRIS LAWRENCE AT THE CHURCH OFFICE -
01825 891090

HOW TO GET IN TOUCH WITH YOUR PARISH COUNCIL -
FRAMFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

Mrs Ann Newton (Parish Clerk)
Telephone/fax: (01825) 890182.

Please note new Email: clerk@framfieldcouncil.org.uk
Postal Address: ‘Highlands’, Framfield Road, Blackboys,
East Sussex TN22 5LR.

Parish Council website: www.framfieldcouncil.org.uk




Framfield Church — Coronavirus Update

We remain committed to live streaming services again as soon as
regulations will allow us to do so. If you are still isolating or have limited
mobility, our streamed services are for you. We hope to provide a viable
church experience for the housebound.

We are also hoping to stream all our main services in future — see our
website www.framfieldchurch.org.uk for further details. You can also visit
our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/framfieldchurch for
updates. All services are archived so that they remain available after the
stream finishes. They will be stored on the Vimeo service, which you can
access for free.

Supporting you during the Coronavirus crisis

As a church we are committed to supporting you, the parishioners of
Framfield, Blackboys and Palehouse Common. The pandemic and its effects
pose a physical health risk as we all understand but times of isolation and
uncertainty can significantly affect our mental wellbeing. If anyone would
like a chat then do please call. I'm usually in the Church Office Monday to
Friday 10am-5pm (except Wednesday) on the office telephone number
(01825 891090). If you get the answer machine, do please leave a message.

Support us during the Coronavirus crisis

In light of the current world situation and the subsequent need 21/

to suspend all services and close all churches, we have been alittle
looking at ways in which we may mitigate the financial loss to
the church and at the very least cover our basic overheads. As the use of
cash has curtailed we have set up an online giving page at:
www.framfieldchurch.org.uk/donate.html, look for the ‘Give a Little’ icon.
We would be very grateful for your help — like all organisations our costs
have continued, but our income has diminished significantly.

Hopefully, we can move forward from here and all stay well during this
challenging period and help each other out where it’s appropriate to do so.
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<<<<< FRAMFIELD SERVICE STATION
Please note: Framfield Service Station has now closed.
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