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Decisions can be delegated to the Chairman (or Vice-Chairman) plus two other members if 
agreed by the Chairman. 
 
The following decisions were made under delegated authority by Keith Brandon (Chairman), 
Bob Bather, Tony Hall and Maria Naylor.  (The Chairman has the casting vote in any tie). 
 
 
WD/2020/0878/O – Outline application for the erection of 9 dwellings, access, 
landscaping and other associated infrastructure. 
Land at Stonebridge Lane, Blackboys TN22 5HX 
https://planning.wealden.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=149726 
 
The Parish Council strongly objects to this application.  It should be noted that there is an 
application (WD-2020-0700-O) adjacent to this site for 80 houses, which will have an impact 
on this site, especially if both approved.   
 
The objections for the other application are similar to this one, although this application 
presents a new entrance way onto Stonebridge Lane, which is completely inadequate.  The 
lane is single carriageway throughout, and is identified at each end as unsuitable for heavy 
goods vehicles. There are no designated passing places and oncoming traffic is always forced 
to reverse or move into an entranceway to one of the properties along the lane. 
 
A cluster of houses is completely out of keeping for this area, in what is open countryside, not 
within a village or settlement. There is no precedent for building houses in this way and the 
Parish Council have supported other more in keeping applications with due merit – such as 
Blackboys Nursery.  However, this application is just opportunistic by the applicant on 
greenfield open countryside. 
 
It is sad to highlight that the applicant’s agent has used every legal argument within their 
submission based on the WDC failed Local Plan to support their application.  Either way, the 
site is not suitable due its location and effects on the local infrastructure and community.  This 
will be majorly exacerbated if the other adjacent application is also approved.  
 
Blackboys is a small rural community with limited amenities.  The village has seen more than 
its fair share of single and multiple property builds over the past few years and this application 
will change the setting irrevocably.  The village was classed as an unsustainable settlement 
in Wealden District Council’s Core Strategy and that was even prior to the current approved 
proposals and already built properties.    
 
Wealden District Council’s lack of Local Plan should not be used as a sound reason to approve 
this application, and there are many local issues that should be taken into account before any 
determination is given and not just based on need for housing land supply.  
 
The application site itself is an agricultural field with no sustainable features.  It is pushing the 
boundaries on sustainability and by all accounts, is a field in open countryside. It is far from 
‘adjacent’ to any core area as it sits outside of any settlement.  
 
Wealden’s Local Plan Policy – RAS 1 highlights that development will only be permitted within 
and adjoining to the core area. Blackboys was allocated 20 dwellings, of which this quota has 



already been used, so adding substantially more dwellings is unjustifiably over the prescribed 
allocation. As there is a lack of detail to support or mitigate against a village and Parish that is 
already unsustainable, it therefore does not meet Policy WLP7.  The Local Plan may well have 
been withdrawn but the evidence base for these assertions must be just that, factual evidence 
on what housing numbers are sustainable for a village such as Blackboys. 
 
The Parish Council have been petitioning ESCC and Sussex Police for several years with a 
view of reducing the speed limit through Blackboys to 30MPH.  This has been unsuccessful 
despite evidence to support the need.  There are NO footpaths on Stonebridge Lane and is 
classified as a 50MPH road.  Although it is unlikely to reach these speeds, it should be noted 
the proposed access is within 50m of a junction that vehicles generally sweep across, and a 
blind bend that cars drive too fast around.   The ruts within the verges around this area will 
highlight where vehicles have had to take evasive action to avoid oncoming traffic.  The nature 
of the proposed roadway within the site is poor, with simply a turning circle that could cater for 
one vehicle at a time.  
 
When you factor in local knowledge and behaviours of road users, the access and egress to 
this site will be extremely dangerous.  The Parish Council are concerned that if this is 
approved, limited requirements will be put on the developer to make the area safe, and the 
Parish Council cannot support any traffic mitigations, as there is no funding available for such 
works.  
 
The bus services stated are woefully inadequate and are constantly subject to reductions or 
cancellation by operators. The village does have a café, but it is on the far outer boundary, 
and is approximately 1.3km away.  It should also be noted that the ‘multiple’ bus services are 
in fact the same or similar, just for different days.  It is presented to give the perception that 
the area is flush with public transport, when in fact it is the complete opposite. 
 
Blackboys is generally unspoilt, rural and surrounded by open countryside. With over 1000 
houses approaching the boundaries of the Parish from the likes of Ridgewood in Uckfield and 
many more planned, this development is another notch towards urban dominance. There is a 
drastic need for affordable housing, but it has to be in the right area, and this is not it. Not all 
houses currently have mains sewers, and no one has piped gas in the whole Parish. 
 
Whilst an ESCC issue, roads and services such as schools and doctor’s surgeries are already 
over prescribed and that is without the surrounding new builds taking occupancy.  The whole 
Parish and surrounding areas cannot cope with the strain on infrastructure.  There is a need 
to use vehicles. There are no footpaths at the site and limited footpaths surrounding it that are 
not fit for purpose, no cycle routes, especially for young people to traverse safely, and a limited 
bus service as mentioned.  The Weald Way public footpath passes the boundary of this site 
and is known for its views across the countryside.  Whilst within a mile of the AONB, this 
location also has views towards the South Downs.  
 
Therefore, the PC strongly object and implore WDC to refuse this application. 
 
 
WD/2020/0902/F – Take out window, extend opening down to floor level and 
install new entrance door similar to the existing entrance door.  Alter gradient 
of existing path. 
Framfield C of E Primary School, The Street, Framfield TN22 5NR 
https://planning.wealden.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=149764 
 
The Parish Council supports the application which entails only minor alterations with minimal 
visual impact. 
 
 



WD/2020/0768 – Change of use from vehicle repairs and maintenance workshop 
to a single dwelling. 
Framfield Service Station, The Street, Framfield TN22 5NJ 
https://planning.wealden.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=149583 
 
The Parish Council supports the application. Whilst it is sad to see a business going from the 
Parish, the application presents a modest and sympathetic design to keep most of the visual 
appearance the same.  The space is not generally in keeping with the surrounding houses, 
but this is an established building and should be taken into account.  In any other 
circumstances this would be unacceptable infilling and should not be encouraged elsewhere. 
 
 
WD/2020/0951 F – Proposed new office building. 
Oak Tree Barn, Lewes Road, Blackboys TN22 5JL 
https://planning.wealden.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=149824 
 
The Parish Council supports the application and the potential expansion of this business.  
There is a concern that the land could be further developed into a commercial/industrial area, 
and therefore would request WDC are mindful that this is a very rural area, already supporting 
industrial areas 
 
To note from the D&A statement: 
 
Section 4 refers to trips, although the evidence provided is flawed and unsupported by TRICS 
and simply gives best practice data. 
 
Section 7 refers to accidents within the past 5 years and highlights none with injuries close to 
the access.  There have been two reported accidents with casualties within the past 5 years 
within 700 metres of the access point. 
 
Section 8 refers to sustainability and that the site is within walking distance of bus stops.  The 
road is 60MPH in this area, and has NO footpaths to reach the bus stops – so far from 
sustainable.  
 
Appendix D is a letter from ESCC highways which incorrectly states the site lies within a 
50MPH speed limit.  The speed limit between the northern end of Halland and southern end 
of Blackboys on the B2192 is 60MPH. 
 
 
WD/2017/0858/F – Timber residential mobile home for farm owner/ manager 
and change of use of land to residential curtilage 
Black Meadow, Hollow Lane, Blackboys TN22 5JB 

http://planning.wealden.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=138037 
 
The Parish Council continues to object to this application for the same reasons as stated in 
2017 and 2020 under the same application.  The proposal for a 2-bedroom home being 
required in order to look after chickens is absurd.  Clearly, if the land is not suitable for the 
intended business or activity, the applicant should seek a suitable location.  If this application 
is approved, it presents an opportunity for other landowners to follow suit, which is 
unacceptable in completely open and rural countryside.  The mitigations used for a ‘need’ of 
a dwelling are inappropriate and should be dismissed. 
 
There is still no reference to utilities supplying the proposed sites and no drainage/flood 
reports. 
 



The site proposal offers potentially harmful pollution to the environment and local neighbours.  
The applicant has not provided for this. 
 
The ecological appraisal is wholly inadequate and is simply concerned about wildlife in respect 
of the proposed building. However, the building and business should be taken into account 
with regards to an ecological appraisal and what the land is to be used for and the effects on 
the surroundings.  The appraisal fails to mention the abutting Ancient Woodland which will 
have an impact on the fauna around and in it. 
 
To reiterate, the Parish Council still hold to the previous comments submitted, and oppose this 
application. 
 
 
WD/2017/1031/F – Side extension to provide swimming pool enclosure, lounge 
and games room. 
Spring Cottage, Sharlands Lane, Blackboys, TN22 5HN 
http://planning.wealden.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=149944 
 
The Parish Council supports the application.  Whilst a substantial addition to the property, it is 
utilising the area well to accommodate existing features such as the swimming pool.  The 
Parish Council would be concerned to see further extensions in the future due to the significant 
increase within this application, which is within the AONB and depicted within the planning 
statement as “the surrounding area is characterised by rolling Sussex countryside”.  
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